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Comparative literature and thematic representation (20%) (Week 5) 

Question: Based on the definition of comparative literature as the study of texts across 

national/ linguistic boundaries, choose a suitable text that is comparable with WH 

Auden’s ‘Stop all the clocks’. Write an essay to discuss the difference and similarities 

between the two texts using thematic representation. 

 

  



Death and the persona’s intense emotions  

This paper will be talking about the point of convergence and divergence in two 

poems which is “Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone” by W. H. Auden and “Second 

day of mourning” by Gaston Ng. In Auden’s poem, the message of the poem is talking 

about how the persona is suffering as a result of the death of his loved one. Throughout 

the poem, the persona is very sad and in grief. Meanwhile, in Ng’s poem, the message 

of the poem is talking about what he sees as well as the atmosphere during the second 

day of the mourning. All the way through this poem, the persona is experiencing a 

heartbreaking and gloomy moment as the people in the poem is losing someone they 

loved.  

According to the University Of Massachusetts Amherst (2006), Comparative 

Literature (CL) is the study of relationship between translation and transnationalism, 

theory and media, the future of national literatures in the 20th century, gender and 

cultural formation across the time, literary history and psychoanalysis, “east and west” 

cultural encounters, human rights and global censorship, postcolonial and diaspora 

studies, the aesthetics of late modernity, studies in the moving image. So, comparing at 

least two texts across the national or linguistic boundaries is the focus of this paper 

such as comparing the poets’ backgrounds, central theme, point of view, and element of 

imagery that are connected to the central theme of these two poems. 

First of all, let us discuss a bit of background about these two poets. W. H. Auden 

is from London, England. He grew up in a middle class family and read English 

literature at Christ Church, Oxford. He moved to the United States in 1939, where he 



became an American citizen in 1946. After his death, one of his poems, “Stop all the 

clocks, cut off the telephone”, became very popular since then. On the other hand, 

Gaston Ng is from Singapore. His well-known poem of bereavement, “Second day of 

mourning (2003)” was written when he was 17 years old. It was written five years after 

his late grandfather’s death. The reason behind the poem was written was because he 

was remembering his grandfather and how hard he was crying when he passed on. 

Therefore, the poem demonstrates a little about how we indulge ourselves in pain 

sometime, and in the morning (mourning) after. At this juncture, the reason why these 

two poems were chosen is because it depicts the hard life and suffering emotions with 

the loss of a loved one. However, the intensity of the grief is a little bit different. So, this 

paper will expect a lot of convergences and divergences.  

Secondly, let us discuss on the central theme of both poems. The most suitable 

theme for both poems is the expression of intense emotions with the loss of a loved 

one. Both poems depict “death” as unpleasant and uneasy. To compare these two 

poems, both are talking about the suffering, grief, intense, difficulties and hopelessness 

after the loved ones has died. However, bear in mind that Auden’s poem is telling us the 

sadness experienced by the persona. The examples can be read from Auden’s poem 

are “Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone” and “Silence the pianos”. These two lines 

are like imperatively written to show his frustration.  

On the other hand, the persona in Ng’s poem is touched because he was 

watching someone losing a loved one. The examples from Ng’s poem are “The second 

day of mourning is always grey” and “When the grandeur of elaborate pains”. The 



persona elaborates on death that made him numb while watching people in grief as 

their loved one has died. The death has made the persona in grief as well and almost 

made himself cannot do anything. Here, it is obviously that the dead is a very important 

person.  

 Thirdly, point of view is the turning point of this paper. Here, this paper will also 

discuss on the point of view which will show the way the persona illustrate the events in 

the poem. According to Beaudreau (2004), point of view can be defined as a position 

from what something is viewed. In Auden’s poem, the persona is illustrated as the first 

person point of view because the persona addresses himself as “I” in the poem. From 

the persona’s view, “He” has died. “He” must be a very important person in the 

persona’s life. That is why the persona is so sad. Besides, the persona even losses his 

direction because “He” must be everything, ‘Godlike’, to the persona. Once “He” was 

dead, the persona losses his direction.  

Meanwhile, in Ng’s poem, the persona is shown as the third person point of view 

because none of the words or sentences in the poem indicates his emotions due to the 

death of the person. Here, he is just expressing his emotion while watching other people 

mourn. Therefore, this paper will consider that the persona is watching someone losing 

someone. The example of sadness in this poem is “When the grandeur of elaborate 

pain” and “Mourning seems such a vain thing”. Here, the persona describes the 

atmosphere at the location whereby people surrounding him is in grief and sad. From 

the persona’s perspective, the people is in great pain and uneasy. Besides, the second 

day of mourning is very dull, unpleasant, and difficult for people in the poem. These 

divergences are giving hint that even though these two personas are not in the same 



point of view; they are also experiencing grief and sorrow because the one that is loved 

had died. 

 Fourthly, elements of symbolism are also important when comparing two texts as 

well as to study poems. According to Petocz (1999), symbolism can be defined as 

‘symbolic’, what are its origin, development, role, effect, and so on. In the Auden’s 

poem, there are some imageries being used. The examples of imagery used in the 

poem are “North”, “South”, “East”, and “West” which means the direction of the persona 

had lost upon the death of his loved one. Besides, other imagery in this poem is the 

word “stars” in “The stars are not wanted now” which means someone who has a high 

rank in the society. It can be famous people such as ministers, singers, or other high-

ranked people. Here, the death of the persona’s loved one cannot be compared to 

anyone else, even the “stars”, because the dead is far more important person to the 

persona.  

In contrast, there is also an element of imagery in Ng’s poem. Words such as 

“grey” and “corridors” are the examples of imagery. The word “grey” illustrates the 

atmosphere a day after the dead is buried. The persona describes the atmosphere 

during that moment as dull, unpleasant, and difficult because everyone is in grief. 

Meanwhile, the word “corridors” in “corridors of remembering” illustrates the people’s 

memory of the dead which is endless and never stops. The persona is truly touched by 

the people’s emotions. From these comparisons between two poems about element of 

imagery, it is proven that these poems are similar in the sense of the emotions shown 

by these two personas. However, the intensity of the emotions are varies because of 

the persona’s point of view. 



 In conclusion, these two poems are quite similar to each other because they are 

sharing the same central theme. This is very significant because it is the message that 

the poet wanted to tell us through his or her poems. Here, the loss of a person in the 

poem is causing the personas to suffer emotionally. Throughout the poem, the theme of 

intense emotions is elaborately illustrated. Besides, point of view makes a little different 

for these two poems because the way persona sees things is vary. Experience losing 

and watching someone losing a loved one has different intensities. In addition, the point 

of convergence is bonded strongly even though there are some points of divergence 

between these two poems. 

  



Appendix 

W. H. Auden - Stop All the Clocks, Cut Off the Telephone 

Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone,  

Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone,  

Silence the pianos and with muffled drum  

Bring out the coffin, let the mourners come.  

Let aeroplanes circle moaning overhead  

Scribbling on the sky the message He Is Dead,  

Put crepe bows round the white necks of the public doves,  

Let the traffic policemen wear black cotton gloves.  

He was my North, my South, my East and West,  

My working week and my Sunday rest,  

My noon, my midnight, my talk, my song;  

I thought that love would last for ever: I was wrong.  

The stars are not wanted now: put out every one;  

Pack up the moon and dismantle the sun;  

Pour away the ocean and sweep up the wood.  

For nothing now can ever come to any good.  

 

 



Gaston Ng – Second Day of Mourning 

The second day of mourning is always grey,  

When the grandeur of elaborate pain  

Fades into a comprehensible dawn.  

The asthmatic morning laboured to wheeze a few  

Competent breaths to last from bus to school.  

A grim visage canopies a lurching heart that still stumbles  

In the quicksilver and endless corridors of remembering.  

Mourning seems such a vain thing.  

It crys aloud to be seen, solicits pity with  

Conscious tears and wanton dysphoria,  

Damns an implosion with a paradoxical front.  

Trudging up the overhead bridge that prevent dented fenders  

And stubborn bloodstains on the roads,  

The sweaty morning clings onto my skin and sorrow  

Weighing with the symbolism of exertion.   
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